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anxiety I have not deserved, if no prosecution is intended ; 
or, in the other alternative, that I may he prepared for 
my defence. I am Sir, your ohedient servant, 

" To John Wood, Esq., " J. Alfred Novello. 

" Chairman of Board of Inland Revenue." 

" Inland Eevenue, Somerset House, 
" 24th May, 1854. 
" Sib, — The Board have had before them your letter of 
the 11th instant, addressed to their Solicitor, as also a letter 
of the 20th, to the Chairman. 

" I am directed to inform you that the Board will act in 
the matter to which these letters refer, according to the 
advice of the Law Officers of the Crown. 

" I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 
" Mr. J. Alfred Novello. " Thomas Keooh." 

" London, 69, Dean-street, Soho, 9th June, 1854. 

" Sib, — I enclose copies of correspondence which has 
passed between the Inland Revenue and myself, by which 
you will see that I am threatened with prosecution for 
publishing news in the Musical Times, after having done 
so with impunity for ten years ; and that Mr. Keogh final ly 
refers me to the Law Officers of the Crown, to know 
whether the prosecution is to be proceeded with. 

" I write (after waiting with much patience) to ask if 
the Musical Times is to be prosecuted or not, and I hope 
to be favored with a direct answer, as it is most painful to 
conduct business under such uncertainty. 

" There is no doubt that if the statute be strictly 
enforced against the numerous papers containing similar 
matter to the Musical Times, every publisher must be 
ruined by the penalties ; but even such severity would be 
less unjust than the present fast and loose method of 
threatening a prosecution (involving such heavy pecuniary 
loss, whether successful or the contrary), but which in 
many instances hag no other meaning than to frighten the 
timid out of their property — while this uncertain conduct 
has the bad moral effect of showing the impunity with 
which reckless persons may set a statute at defiance, if the 
law be so unfair and ill defined as is the Newspaper 
Stamp Act. 

" 1 trust you will see the justice of informing me if the 
prosecution is to be stayed, and whether the Musical Times 
is to continue its former useful course undisturbed by these 
threats. It will still have to struggle with the heavy ob- 
struction which the Paper Duty imposes upon all printed 
efforts to diffuse information. 

" I have the honor to be, Sir, 

" Your obedient Servant, 

" J. Alfred Novello. 
" To Sir Alexander J. E. Cockburn, 
" Her Majesty's Attorney- General." 

No answer of any kind has yet been received from 
the Attorney-General, hut it shall be given in our next 
if any he made. 

Above, our subscribers have the whole correspond- 
ence which has passed between the Inland Revenue 
in their late attempt to threaten the Musical Times out 
of its useful existence ; and we ask if that be a satis- 
factory administration of the law, which leaves us 
uncertain whether we are to be treated like the Racing 
Times, which three years was told by the Inland Re- 
venue, (when threatening prosecution,) that "no person 
could doubt it was a newspaper liable to Stamp 
Duty," yet since then no prosecution has followed — or 
whether we are to be made the subject of a trial like 
the Commercial Journal in Dublin, a case so doubtful 
that the Government failed to get the judgment. It 
would be no consolation, after losing £100 in costs, 
and the paper nearly ruined (although making a suc- 



cessful defence, like the Commercial Journal), to be 
told by the Law Officers in Parliament, that " they had 
no vindictive feeling, but merely wished to try an ex- 
periment of what was the law on the subject." If the 
public will but ask themselves how many useful papers 
they are deprived of from the fact of few people liking 
to run such risks as the Musical Times proprietors 
now run, they will never cease to help those who are 
working for the abolition of the mischievous taxes on, 
and laws against the spread of knowledge. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

This Journal will be published fortnightly until August next, 
on the 1st and 15th of the month. 

The late hour at which Advertisements reach us interferes 
much w'*A their proper classification. 

Colored Envelopes are sent to all Subscribers whose pay- 
ment in advance is exhausted. The paper will be 
discontinued where the Subscriber neglects to renew. We 
again remind those who are disappointed in getting back 
numbers, that only the music pages are stereotyped, and 
of the rest of the paper, only sufficient are printed to 
supply the current sale. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the 
authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies. 

P. L. Z. — The " Atabal " is the Syrian, Arabic, or Moorish 
Tambourine. Dryden, in his " Conquest of Grenada," 
makes Muley-Muloch say — 

11 Children shall beat on atabaU and drums, 
And all the noisy trades of war no more 
Shall -wake the peaceful morn." ' 

J. W., Hull. — We do not know the anthem, which is respect- 
fully declined, 

J. F. M. — We have again to decline recommending any 
particular books for study. Very excellent works are 
constantly being announced in our advertising pages. 

A. Learner. — See previous reply. 

D. C. W., Stockport. — There is a separate publication of 
the Music to the " Kyrie Eleeson" and " Sanctus " by 
various authors, distinct from the remainder of the 
Service. This may supply what you point out as a 
desideratum ; and is to be had at our publisher's. 



Brief Chronicle of the last iKontfu 



Chelsea. — The Chelsea Sacred Harmonic Society, es- 
tablished in 1847, has, during the past two years, showed 
a want of vitality which has much operated against its 
success. However, it now displays strong signs of revival, 
and has commenced giving monthly series of " Members' 
Concerts," at an admission of sixpence. The first took 
place last month, under the direction of Mr. Holderness, 
and consisted of a portion of the Messiah, a movement 
from Mozart's Jupiter Symphony (well executed), and se- 
lections from Haydn, Pergolesi, &c. Considering that 
the whole was performed without any professional aid, it 
was highly creditable, and there is no doubt that these 
cheap concerts will effect much good for music in the 
neighbourhood, and prove eminently successful. Joshua, 
Judas Maccabozus, and Beethoven's 2nd Mass, &c. are 
promised at future concerts. 

Stafford. — The Choral Society gave an excellent 
concert on the 29th ult., in the Lyceum, consisting of 
selections from the Messiah, Creation, Elijah, St. Paul, 
and Mozart's 12th Mass. The principal vocalists were, 
Mrs. Bull, Mrs. Paget, R.A.M., and Mr. Paget; leader, 
Mr. H. Shargool ; conductor, Mr- E. Shargool. 
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Philharmonic Society. — The concluding concert of 
the season took place on June 19th. The programme of 
the evening formed one of the finest selections that could 
be combined. The vocal performance on this occasion 
excited unusual admiration. The Times says : — " Madame 
Clara Novello's superb soprano voice was heard to grand 
effect in the splendidly dramatic scena from Der Freischutz, 
and the florid aria from Rossini's Maomelto Secondo served 
to show off the fluency of Signor Belletti's vocalization." 
The Examiner remarks : — " Madame Clara Novello and 
Signor Belletti, in the celebrated works allotted to them, 
displayed their full powers. To the former all styles of 
vocal music seem familiar, and she is really great in each. 
On that lady we now mainly depend for the genuine tra- 
ditional interpretation of much of Handel's music, our 
invaluable national property. And when the retiring 
deesse of our Italian stage shall finally have abdicated 
the throne she has so long and eo gloriously filled, we 
shall not want a successor to her, while our accomplished 
country-woman remains in the land of her birth, and in 
the resumed exercise of a profession for which she was so 
well and so successfully educated." 

The English Glee and Madrigal Union are giving 
a series of morning concerts in London ; the fourth of 
which is still to come on the 3rd July. They have been 
hitherto well attended. 

Signor Benedict's Grand Annual Concert sus- 
tained its usual reputation for being one of the most 
prominent of the season. The programme included the 
first musical names: — Mesdames Grisi, Clara Novello, 
Viardot, Bosio, Marai, Albini, Didiee, Louisa Pyne, 
Dolby, and Arabella Goddard; Signori Labi ache, Bel- 
letti, Mario, Ronconi, Tagliafico, Polonini, Stigelli, 
Tamberlik, Fortini, Ernst, Bazzini, Vivier, Lucas, Halle, 
and Lindsay Sloper, the two latter gentlemen taking part 
with Mr. Benedict in Bach's Triple Concerto for three 
pianofortes. 

The Totnes Choral Society gave their second 
concert of classical music on the 13th June; conductor, 
Mr. Veale. 

The Hull Vocal Society.— We are happy to see 
from the local papers, that this society is flourishing 
under the able conduct of Mr. Skelton. 

Some weeks ago, several members of the establishment 
of her Majesty's Printers gave a concert to their fellow- 
workmen, concluding with Saville's " Here's a health 
unto Her Majesty" (see Musical Times, No. 69), to which 
were added two original stanzas, by J. S. Durtnall. We 
subjoin them for those who may wish similarly to use 
them : — 

GLEE. Saville, 1G0O. 

[The first verse adapted from the old song, the second and third 
supplied.] 
Here's a health unto Her Majesty, 

With a fal, lal, lal, lal, la, la, la. 
Confusion to her enemies ; 
With a fal, &c. 
And he that will not pledge her health, 
I wish him neither wit nor wealth, 
Nor yet a rope to hang himself. 

With a fal, Jrc. 
Here's a health unto her family, 

With a fal, &c. 
Long may they live and happy be ; 

With a fal, &c. 
And he that won't uphold this wish, 
May he have neither flesh nor fish, 
His fortune be an empty dish. 

With a fal, &c. 
Here's a health unto our native land, 

With a fal, &o. 
Long free and happy may it stand ; 

With a fal, &c. 
And he who joins not fellowship, 
Throughout the country let him skip, 
"In every honest hand a whip." 
With a fal, &o. 



The Henley-ufon-Thames Choral Society held 
their fourth open night, on the 22nd of May, when a 
selection of anthems, madrigals, and glees, was admirably 
performed, under the conductorship of Dr. G. J. Elvey, 
of St. George's Chapel, Windsor, who kindly accepted the 
office on this occasion. 

Choir Benevolent Fund. — The annual dinner took 
place on the 14th June. A pleasant evening resulted in 
£800 being added to the funds. 

Mr. T. H. Wright's Morning Concert took place 
at Willis's Rooms, on the 8th June. Harp Music of 
course formed the principal feature. 

Bradford, Yorkshire. — The seventh annual exhibi- 
tion of the National Schools' Choral Society took place at 
the end of May. The Bradford Observer says — " All the 
pieces were executed with great precision and musical 
accuracy, furnishing the most undeniable testimony to 
the diligence of the teacher and scholars. At the for- 
mation of the class, Mr. James G. Walton volunteered to 
be the instructor; and with unwearying patience and ex- 
emplary devotion, has conducted the musical studies of 
the pupils to the present time." 

The Hereford Choral Society held a Whitsuntide 
special meeting in the College Hall, when they gave a 
selection from Handel's Samson, conducted by Mr. G. 
Townshend Smith. 

Dublin. — The University Choral Society gave their 
fourth concert for the season 1853-4, on Friday evening, 
16th June. The music in Macbeth, and the overture, 
songs, and choruses in Weber's Preciosa, formed the prin- 
cipal features in the programme. Several of the choruses 
were encored by the audience, who retired from the 
room pleased and no wise fatigued, as the concert, which 
gave great satisfaction to the subscribers, terminated at 
half-past ten. 



PROFESSIONAL CARDS. 

THE PUBLISHER is requested to call attention to the 
advantages to be derived from the permanent insertion 
of Professional Cards in the Musical Times. 

Correspondents are constantly writing to the Office, request- 
ing to have Teachers, Vocalists, and others, recommended to 
them ; which information it would be very essential to furnish 
in the advertising columns, although to give it editorially 
would be invidious. 

The price for Hire oi Concert Rooms, the numbers the 
rooms will accommodate, &c, &c, is information which it 
would be both profitable to the Proprietors and convenient to 
Professors using them, if constantly advertised in a few lines. 

SCALE OF CHARGES :— 
A Card can be inserted in 12 Numbers of the 

Musical Times if two lines, 16 6 

Or in 18 Numbers, One Year ... ditto 25 6 

In 12 Numbers if three lines, 21 o 

Or in 18 Numbers, One Year ... ditto 31 6 

Every additional line, for 12 Numbers ... ... 56 

Every additional line, for 18 Numbers, One Year ... 7 6 

Single insertions, Sixpence per line. 
QW By this means 144,000 copies of a professional card would it 
printed and circulated emery year, at a considerably less charge 
than they would otherwise cost for printing only, 'without dis- 
tribution. 

Advertisements must be prepaid, and should reach Dean- 
street by the 8th or 22nd of each month, to insure insertion. 
" Musical Times" Office, 

69, Dean-street, Soho, London. 
18 Publications per Annum. 



